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In this issue:  

L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T  

Happy Holidays NHAT members, 

 It is hard to believe that another year has passed and 2009 is nearly upon us.  I have had an amazing time watching all of you throughout the four 

shows that were hosted and am very proud of each of your efforts.  I hope that you are looking forward to the End of the Year Awards banquet that will be 

held early next year.  Awards will be given to each division champion and reserve champions along with individual high point class awards.   

I want to take this time to acknowledge some of the behind the scenes work that was done throughout the year for your benefit.   

First, we were very fortunate to have had the variety of judges that agreed to spend their time on our behalf.   

Second, we had an excellent photographer, Jim Edmondson, at most of the shows.  You can view his work on his web site, 

www.OpticalHarmonics.com.  Thank you for your excellent photography and capturing the essence of the shows.   

Third, Cindy Grier and Sara Luft ran the show office at each event and did an excellent job keeping the shows on track.  Their accurate and consistent 

efforts gave you results in a timely manner at each show and for the end of year awards.  Another HUGE thank you!  Without their efforts we 

would not have had the smooth running shows that we did.   

Fourth, there were donations made to two very worthwhile programs, Mane Gait and SpiritHorse Therapeutic Riding Centers, as part of our Outreach 

program to give back to the equine community.   

And, fifth, with a grateful heart I want to bring attention to your 2008 Board of Directors: Shannon Byrne-vice president, Peggy Wade-secretary, Nancy 

Fuller-treasurer, and the members at large: Jenny DeSandro, Freda Eubanks, Susan Johnson and Danetta Turley.  These women have worked 

hard on their committees to help this new association grow for your benefit.  Throughout this fall season, based on your feedback, they are com-

pletely rewriting the handbook of rules to provide you with even better shows in the future.  Four of them have agreed to stay on the board next 

year to provide some continuity to the association under the very capable leadership of Shannon Byrne.  My sincerest and heartfelt thanks to 

each one for their dedication, hard work, vision and willingness to not only provide their own personal opinions throughout the year but also to 

listen to each other and to the wishes of the overall membership.  I could not have done my job as your president without each of them going 

above and beyond in their own jobs. 

In closing I want to encourage you to continue your support and participation in NHAT throughout 2009.  Why donôt you bring a friend or two and 

show together?  Help us grow this association. 

Kim Van Buskirk 

2008 NHAT President 

http://www.OpticalHarmonics.com


NHAT is an unincorporated association dedicated and open to all natural horsemanship enthusiasts.   NHAT is open to all horse breeds, 

registered or grade.  Membership is required to exhibit and members are eligible to participate in all NHAT events and vote on directors 

to the NHAT Board.   The relationship  between horse and human, lightness and communication are of the utmost importance at all 

times.  Join us in a show where horses are always respected, and where the true natural horsemanship tradition is genuinely honored. 

  

N H A T  H I S T O R Y  A N D  V I S I O N  

M E M B E R S H I P  

NHAT currently has 68 members (53 Single + 15 Family).  Our membership currently extends from Abilene to Grand Saline and 

Sherman to Dripping Springs.  We are always looking to expand!  If you know of anyone who would be interested in joining our 

growing organization, please refer them to the NHAT website:  www.nhatx.org   

H A N D B O O K  

The 2008 NHAT Handbook is available for viewing and download at  www.nhatx.org. The Handbook contains information about our 

philosophy and organization as well as all the guidelines used for our shows.  New and exciting revisions are currently being made to 

the handbook using suggestions from the membership and board.  Look for the new handbook in 2009.  As our organization continues 

to grow, we'll benefit from the valuable knowledge and experience our members have to share.   If you have suggestions, contact 

Susan Johnson at cumom2001@aim.com.   

C O M M U N I T Y  O U T R E A C H  

The Costume Class at Magic Vista was a lot of fun.  $387.00 was collected and will be donated to SpiritHorse Therapeutic Riding 

Center in Corinth, TX.  You can visit SpiritHorse at http://www.spirithorsetherapy.com to for additional ways you can help out this 

great organization.   

The  Lonestar 4-H ran the concessions for the Arena 500 show supplying all participants with wonderful refreshments.  They graciously 

donated all proceeds to the Mane Gait Therapeutic Horsemanship.  You can visit Mane Gait at www.manegait.org.   

M A R K E T I N G  

Natural Horsemanship of Texas merchandise is now available for purchase on the NHAT website.  We have screen printed t-shirts  

(Adult S-XXL and Youth Large) and Caps and Visors (embroidered).  These items will also be available at all show venues or can be 

purchased by contacting Shannon Byrne at shanb@inbox.com. 

Any treats in there?  Nice day for a stroll!  

http://www.nhatx.org
http://us.f814.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=cumom%20%202001@aim.com

